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How is Albuquerque doing?

How is Albuquerque doing?Goal 5 Environmental  
Protection

 

Goal 6 Economic  
Vitality

Desired   
Community 
Condition                                       

Key Indicator Latest 
ABQ

Peer 
Rank*

United 
States Status

Sustainable 
Water Supply

Gallons per capita per day 
water usage 2017 128 2nd of 6 N/A Desirable

Safe Air,  
Land & Water 

Ozone level (US Standard 
is 0.07 ppm as of 10/15) 2017 0.067 2nd of 6 N/A Desirable

Safe Air,  
Land & Water 

EPA air compare unhealthy 
days for general pop.) 2017 0 1st of 6 N/A Desirable

Preserved  
Open Space 

Open space acres  
per capita 2018 0.05 2nd of 6 N/A Desirable

Active Citizen 
Conservation 

Total pounds landfilled per 
person per day 2017 5 N/A 2.9 Undesirable

Active Citizen 
Conservation 

Residential  
recycling rate 2017 19% N/A 35% Undesirable

*1st is best. See page 12 for more on how to read these scorecards

Desired   
Community 
Condition                                       

Key Indicator Latest 
ABQ

Peer 
Rank*

United 
States Status

Business Growth Business registrations 2017 5,178 N/A N/A Desirable

Business Growth Businesses still in business one 
year after starting 2017 87% N/A N/A Desirable

Belief in       
Economic Future

Residents feel hopeful in direction 
City is going (survey) 2018 68% N/A N/A Desirable

Economic 
Mobility

Average weekly wages  
(target of $932) 2017 $881 N/A $1,067 Undesirable

Job Creation Unemployment rate MSA (NSA) 2017 5.7% 6th 
of 6 4.4% Undesirable

Diverse 
Industries

Employment in government  
as % total 2017 21.0% 5th 

of 6 15.5% Undesirable

Economic 
Mobility Per Capita Income 2016 $39,665 5th 

of 6
 

$51,075 Undesirable

Economic 
Mobility Income inequality ratio 2016 9.90 3rd 

of 3 N/A Undesirable

Economic 
Mobility

Average annual growth in per 
capita income 2016 2.6% 4th 

of 6 1.7% Undesirable

Belief in 
Economic Future

Net change in working aged people 
moving to/from the state 2016 -6,652 N/A N/A Undesirable

Job Creation Annual job growth 2017 0.3% 6th 
of 6 1.6% Undesirable

Protect Albuquerque’s natural 
environments—its mountains, river, 
bosque, volcanoes, arroyos, air and water.
Why is this goal important?
Driving solo to work versus sharing a ride, choosing to 
throw that empty plastic bottle in the recycling bin or 
trash can—these are all choices that can profoundly 
affect the protection and enhancement of our natural 
environments. As Albuquerque residents, we should be 
concerned about the availability and quality of our water, 
the quality of our air and the preservation of our land for 
the health of our families and future generations. 

The economy is vital, diverse,  
inclusive, equitable, sustainable  
and works for all people. 
Why is this goal important?
The prosperity of a community is tied directly to 
the success of its economy. A strong economy 
translates into jobs and opportunities for individuals; 
fosters the creation of wealth and philanthropy; and 
creates a stable tax base to pay for needed public 
infrastructure and services. It is important to have 
an economy that is broad based, without too much 
reliance on one firm or one industry. It is just as 
important to have an economy that attracts industries 
and jobs that leverage local resources.

*1st is best. See page 12 for more on how to read these scorecards
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How is Albuquerque doing?

How is Albuquerque doing?

*1st is best. See page 12 for more on how to read these scorecards

*1st is best. See page 12 for more on how to read these scorecards

Goal 7  Community & Cultural 
Engagement

 

Goal 8 Governmental Excellence  
& Effectiveness

Desired   
Community 
Condition                                       

Key Indicator Latest ABQ Peer 
Rank*

United 
States Status

Arts & Culture 
Engagement

Total attendance at the  
Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta 2017 887,970 N/A N/A Desirable

Arts & Culture 
Engagement

Total attendance at the  
ABQ BioPark 2017 1,230,031 N/A N/A Desirable

Community 
Engagement & 
Giving

Total Community Fund &  
United Way Program Support 2017 $6,558,491 N/A N/A Desirable

Civic 
Engagement

Voting Participation Rate  
(% of voting age pop.) 2016 52.9% 4th 

of 6 58.5% Undesirable

City 
Responsiveness 

Residents rate quality of life 
as either "excellent" or "good" 
(survey) 2018

54% N/A N/A Undesirable

Celebrate/
Respect 
Diversity

Residents believe relations 
between people of different 
cultures and racial backgrounds 
are positive (survey) 2018

61% N/A N/A Undesirable

Desired   
Community 
Condition                                       

Key Indicator Latest 
ABQ

Peer 
Rank*

United 
States Status

Financial Assets 
Protected 

General Obligation  
S&P bond rating 2017 AAA N/A N/A Desirable

City 
Responsiveness 311 Call Quality Average 2018 96% N/A N/A Desirable

Building 
Development 
Efficiency

Number of days required for 
commercial building permit 
approval 2017

13 N/A N/A Desirable

City 
Responsiveness 

City responsiveness to 
community needs (survey) 2018 28% N/A N/A Undesirable

Residents are engaged in  
Albuquerque’s community and culture.
Why is this goal important?
Residents are involved in their community in a myriad 
of ways. Donating to non-profits, participating in 
neighborhood associations and attending cultural, 
sporting and entertainment events are just a few 
ways that residents participate in their community. 
Participation and engagement help promote our 
community’s values and foster respectful relations 
between diverse cultures and races.

Government is ethical, transparent 
and responsive to its residents. Every 
element of government contributes 
effectively to meeting public needs. 
Why is this goal important?
Residents want their government to be helpful, 
cost effective, transparent and accountable.



Desired   
Community 
Condition                                       

Key Indicator Latest 
ABQ Peer Rank* United 

States Status

Sustainable 
Water Supply

Gallons per capita per 
day water usage 2017 128 2nd of 6 N/A Desirable

Safe Air, 
Land & Water 

Ozone level  
(US Standard is 0.07 
ppm as of 10/15) 2017

0.067 2nd of 6 N/A Desirable

Safe Air, 
Land & Water 

EPA air compare 
(unhealthy days for 
general pop.) 2017

0 1st of 6 N/A Desirable

Preserved 
Open Space 

Open space acres per 
capita 2018 0.05 2nd of 6 N/A Desirable

Active 
Citizen 
Conservation 

Total pounds landfilled 
per person per day 2017 5 N/A 2.9 Undesirable

Active 
Citizen 
Conservation 

Residential recycling 
rate 2017 19% N/A 35% Undesirable

 

Understanding the Scorecard

City services are more 
accessible with one  
easy-to-use app! 

Features
• Access CABQ apps
• Submit a report to 311
• Look up the status of a report
• Connect with community resources
• Receive city-wide updates

Download/learn more at 
cabq.gov/app

The tables in this report are used as “scorecards” to show the progress that Albuquerque 
is making toward achieving a goal’s desired condition. The color coding in the scorecards 
shows how we are doing based on Albuquerque’s trend and where we rank relative to 
peer cities and the United States.

El Paso

Oklahoma 
City

Colorado
Springs

Salt Lake 
City

Tucson

Albuquerque

Desired Conditions  Among the eight goal areas 
there are 46 desired conditions. Several are not 
presented in this report because data hasn’t been 
found to measure them consistently. For a complete 
list please visit abqprogress.com. 

Key Indicators  Indicators are measures of progress 
that describe through data how well Albuquerque 
is progressing towards achieving the desired 
conditions and ultimately its goals. The first priority 
in choosing an indicator is having meaningful data 
and information to compare Albuquerque with peer 
cities and/or the U.S. as a whole. However, some 
indicators do not have comparable data and so 
the scorecard color was determined based on a 
reasonable target or the City’s trend.

Latest Albuquerque Data  The latest year is 
included in the title and can vary from indicator  
to indicator.

United States This is the latest United States data 
available. For several indicators, an average of 
communities above a population of 100,000 has 
been used. If United States data is not available, 
“N/A” is stated.

Using Comparisons   Comparisons are used 
because just looking at the Albuquerque’s trend 
doesn’t tell the entire story. At times, the City’s trend 
could be desirable and yet we lag behind our peers 
and/or the nation at large. This is important to see 
and yet there are multiple factors and differences 
from city to city, so please keep this in mind as 
comparisons can be misleading. 

Status  Desirable means the status of the 
indicator is desirable relative to peers and/or 
U.S. and undesirable means the status of the 
indicator is undesirable relative to peers  
and/or U.S.

 Green = in focus: Status is desirable 
relative to peers and/or U.S. 

 Orange = improving: Status is undesirable 
relative to peer and/or U.S., but is 
improving

 Red = needs focus: Status undesirable 
relative to peer and/or U.S. and is  
stagnant or worsening

Peer City Rank  Based on data available, 
Albuquerque’s rank against five peer cities is 
shown. The five cities are: Colorado Springs (CO), 
El Paso (TX), Oklahoma City (OK), Salt Lake City 
(UT) and Tucson (AZ). A rank of 1st or 2nd is more 
favorable than a rank of 5th or 6th. Depending 
on the indicator and information available—city, 
metro, county or an average of the peer cities is 
used. If an indicator is unique to Albuquerque, 
“N/A” represents “Not Available.”

Download 

the app 

today!


